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From the Heart...






. . . Life Skills for Today





By Sharon L. Benedict MS, ACC
Housekeeping is Easy Compared to 

House-Moving a Double-wide!

Recently, we started getting “Dad, Help!” calls when our daughter decided to have her precious double-wide home moved from Kingsville to Corpus Christi, Texas—just a couple miles from her work as a clinical psychologist. At first, we thought, “No big deal. Sure, we’ll come down and lend a hand.” Then, she started to tell us about her eventful experience watching her house move down the highway—as certain parts came loose and flew away. All the time, she was writing down the list of “to do’s” to get her home back in shape.


So, my husband, John, started to fill the back of the truck with every conceivable tool he may need—from assorted wrenches, saws & saw horses, clamps, paint, ladders, water power sprayer and, of course, duck tape!   We then threw our luggage on top of the pile, our miniature schnauzer, Daisy, in the back seat, and we were off—Sir Galahad to the rescue!

Once we arrived, the adventure began. We were given the grand tour of her “to do” list. From closets, to living room, bathrooms, and utility room, John’s analytical skills started spinning. The tour then continued to portions of the attic, roof, and under the house. We all gave out a torrential sigh and started to take inventory of the available skirting to be reinstalled first. Then early the next morning, off to Lowe’s to purchase additional parts. Forman John lined up his crew—myself, daughter, and her boyfriend—and assigned various construction and layout tasks.

As the day, 95 degree heat and humidity worn on, we all wondered if we would last one more hour. Yet, by 9:30pm we sat down and dutifully congratulated ourselves on a job well done. Husband, John, was even amazed at my memorable and Herculean skills hammering eight inch penny nails through the 4x4 landscape timber set in place on the ground and used to mount the skirting track around the house. At the young age of 62, I even amazed myself with any number of construction and cleaning tasks inside and out of the house.

The next several days were filled with remounting the crown moldings on the living room ceiling, the wall seam moldings, counter sinking the nails, and caulking down each piece. In addition, the air conditioning system needed to not only get back on line but get cooler. By the next late afternoon, it was cool enough to continue working. While John worked on the A/C and duct work (where the ducts and plumbing of two house-halves didn’t quite come together right), I became the housecleaning maven. From ceiling fans, kitchen stove, refrigerator, bathtub, to toilets, I scrubbed, rubbed, and polished wherever my hands could reach. And don’t forget how I magically removed caulking, sealing foam, and paint from the carpet!

By the end of five days, John had finished a quick seal of the roof eaves at risk of rain penetrating the house, and I power sprayed the vinyl siding to a beautiful white again. Our daughter came home from work that day and hope of having her home back returned. With tears of relief and gratitude, she barbequed us a fantastic chicken and ribs dinner. 


During those five days as we worked on each job, we came away with a more conciliatory and respectful attitude toward the movers. As we worked up close and personal with each part of the house, we were astounded how they were able to transport two house halves and actually have the walls, roof, and corners still in tact for the most part. Considering what could have happened, what we did in five days could almost be considered window-dressing! But not quite! 


From all the scratches, bruises, broken fingernails, sunburn, and muscle workout, I have come away with a hearty respect for those who do hard physical labor every day. But in the end, we really enjoyed ourselves together as a family helping our daughter regain her homestead and clean house.
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